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Notes from the Georgia State Senate 
Working through a week of adversity 

 
By Senator Bill Heath 

 
The Georgia General Assembly was shocked and saddened on last Saturday, when 
we heard of the sudden passing of Secretary of the Senate Frank Eldridge.  
Secretary Frank Eldridge, Jr., died early in the morning of Saturday, February 4, 
2006, of an apparent heart attack.  He was 73 years old.  Eldridge served this State 
for over 30 years as a state Senator, and then as Secretary of the Senate.  Just hours 
later, we heard of the passing of former state Sen. Rene Kemp of Hinesville, who 
was suffering from prostate cancer.  Sen. Kemp served in the state Senate for 

nearly a decade.  Needless to say, it has been quite a sorrowful week for the members of the state 
Senate. 
 

Governor Sonny Perdue ordered flags on the State Capitol building and grounds be flown at half-staff 
in memory of Mr. Eldridge on Monday, as almost the entire Senate traveled by bus to Waycross to 
attend the Secretary’s funeral.  When you couple these unfortunate events with the recent passing and 
funeral services of Mrs. Coretta Scott King, it made for a difficult week at the Capitol.  I prayed and I 
soul-searched last week, because it was a rough one.  These sad events truly hit home for the entire 
state Senate. 
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However, we still forged ahead and accomplished some great things for the people of this State. 
 
We recently passed Senate Bill 79, which will allow students in Georgia’s public schools to study the 
Bible as a historical document.  Senate Majority Leader Tommie Williams (R-Lyons) introduced 
Senate Bill 79 last year, and the Senate Education Committee made changes to it, and we passed the 
bill by a near unanimous vote.  I think that the passage of this type of legislation is long overdue, and I 
must commend the Majority Leader for bringing it to the Senate.  As a strong proponent of education 
in this State, I am pleased that our children will now have the option of taking an elective bible study 
class in school.  The bill now goes to the House for consideration. 
 
Also, this week we approved Senate Bill 425, creating The Georgia Child, Family and School 
Communications Protection Act.  The legislation will establish a registry for parents and schools to 
register children’s e-mail addresses in order to protect them from inappropriate or adult content.  
Senate Bill 425 will direct the Georgia Department of Family and Children Services to create the 
Georgia Child, Family and School Communications Protection Service, which will establish 
procedures to prevent the use or disclosure of protected contact points, such as an e-mail address or 
instant messenger ID.  Once a parent or guardian registers the child, any person or business will be 
prohibited from sending the child messages that advertise a product or contain content that a minor is 
prohibited from purchasing, viewing or otherwise receiving.  The legislation has received bipartisan 
support in the Senate, and I am very please it passed this week.  This type of child protection is also 
long overdue. 
 
Lastly, I would also like to take the opportunity to extend my most sincere condolences to the families 
of Secretary Frank Eldridge, former Sen. Rene Kemp and to the King family. 
 
 
Remember, I work for you and your concerns are my concern.  Until next week… 
 

##### 
 
Sen. Bill Heath represents the 31st Senate District, which includes all of Haralson and Polk 
Counties and parts of Bartow and Paulding Counties.  He may be reached at 404.463.1361, 
or by email at billheath@billheath.net. 
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